


In July 2014, GoLocalProv released its ranking 
of Rhode Island towns. While Barrington ranked 
#4 overall, it was only #27 in terms of arts and 
culture, one of the five major categories. That 
didn’t sit well with Town leaders.

“Barrington is home to authors, musicians, artists, 
actors and more,” said Town Manager Peter 
D’Angelis. “We recognized that our community 
also has a tremendous resource in the Bay Spring 
Community Center. We’ve established a thriving 
public-private partnership around the Center that 
is helping to raise awareness of and engage people 
in the vibrant cultural life here in Barrington.”

Originally built as a firehouse and community 
space in 1910, the BSCC has always been a focal 
point for activities in the shoreside neighborhood. 

Now, with a new 3-year strategic plan and the 
reinvigorated public-private partnership with 
the Town of Barrington, the Community Center 
is poised to expand its role as a resource for the 
entire town as well as the East Bay at large.

“The passion and input from community members 
and volunteers throughout Barrington along with 
Town leaders was tremendous when we set out to 
create the Center’s first-ever strategic plan,” said 
Sydney Montstream-Quas, chair of the Board 
for the all-volunteer Friends of the Bay Spring 
Community Center. 

The plan focuses on four major initiatives: build on 
the relationship with the Town to raise awareness 
and secure the facility’s future; expand the reach 
of programs and participation throughout 
Barrington; increase the diversity, scope, and 
appeal of future events with local artists and 
other groups; and establish a strong financial and 
volunteer foundation.

“Getting people involved as audience members, 
performers, and volunteers is vital,” said 

Montstream-Quas, noting that volunteers are 
carrying out work necessary to ensure that the 
Center’s popular tot lot meets the same safety 
standards as the Town’s other playgrounds.

In the last two years, the Center has played host 
to more than 50 arts, music, and educational 
programs for families and children, highlighting 
local performers and artists. 

“Musicians love coming to the Center,” said John 
Wood, a member of Local Brew Events, which 
produces the Local Brew Coffeehouse concert 
series at the Center. “It’s a wonderful performance 
space and the audiences are always welcoming.”

Other programs include The Currents spoken 
word program, Family Arts Nights, an annual 
Harvest Fest, and the Light Up the Night luminary 
program.

In addition to the programs managed by the 
FBSCC, much of the programming is proposed by 
and put on by community members. This includes 
student and amateur theatrical productions, 
acoustic nights and battles of the bands for high 
school students, and art exhibits. 

The Center has also hosted community forums, 
including a panel of local and state officials, 
together with local experts, who addressed the 
implications of changing federal flood insurance 
programs for Barrington homeowners.

“We are always encouraging community members 
to propose programs that will entertain, enlighten, 
and educate, and then to attend the diverse events,” 
said Montstream-Quas. “That’s the mission of the 
Center and this new strategic plan will help make 
that possible for years to come.”
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